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Hough l I Ry i was K A dert Opt. 
nion, that a Man'ought not to beak 
| the Charge of Hereſy with Indiffe- 

I refice; yet I was not mich diſturbed 
onthe aan what Mr. Whiſton has lately ſaid 
coneerning me, in his HiRtorical (As: de He has 
laid the ſame Charge againſt ſeveral other Di. 
vines with whom he has converſed; and what 
Reaſon have I to expect a more civil Treatment 
tan they? Thoſe Words of mine which he te. 
| lates; were ſpoken in a Converſation; at'whic 
many other Divines and Minifters of Eondo! 
were preſent : And fince' none of them were 
diſpleas d with what Ithen ſaid, it is plain that 
| | Mr: Mbiſton muſt have put a wrong Interpretas 
{ | tion on them; and indeed, muff even ar that 
time have gone e off from the Doctrine of the 
Chtiſtian' Church. However, I am willing tg 
give the Pablick art Account of that Converfa- 
ad, and ſhew;*that Mr. Whiffon has not'a8ted 
| by this Matter o fairly and | fincerely” 250 He 
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The late Dr. Payne, as Mr. Whiſton faith, (for 
35 think they both Ar in the Queſtion) ha- 
ving ask d me, Whether the Holy Spirit was ad- 
dreſs to in the publick Prayers of the Primi- 
tive Church? I anſwer d, That if they had ever 
read the Works of St. Baſt! the Great, they 
would have found a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
their Queſtion, for that he bad” writ a large 
Diſcourſe on that very Subject; in which he 
not only ſuppoſes, that all their publick Pray- 
ers were directed to the Father by the Interceſ- 
ſion of the Son, in the Holy Spirit; but proves 
likewiſe, that the Deity of the Spirit was gene- 
rally ſuppoſed by the Church in that Form, 
though it was not formally directed to hima· 
lone. | 1 adviſed them to read that Piece of 
St. Beſil, who had a natural Occaſion of exa- 
mining this Matter by the Complaint which 
was made againſt him, that in the Doxology 
he ufed indifferently theſe Words; Glory be to 
© the Father, with the Son, aucli in or with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt: And: indeed St. Bafl writing near 50 
Years after the Riſe of Ariaviſmm (which gave 
the Hint to: Macedonius Biſhop of Conſtantinople 
to deny the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to do all he could to ſupport his Hereſy) had 
ſolidly. defended . the Senſe. of the Primitive 
Church in all Times and Places concerning; the 
Deity of the Holy Spirit, and confuted all the 
Arguments of. the Macedonians.. This is the 
Subſtance of that Converſation. And I am ſure 


the Divines and Miniſters who were there age 
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ſince Printed. I then told't Gbatlenta a 
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then preſent ile thou ught 1 hid therein 8 
2 


any Occaſion for weh 2 Charge s Nr. Ws; 


bas now, at the diſtance 'of 13/6 15 Years, 
publickly brought 'againſt 'me;2"Þ $ ive we, 
me, indeed the Title of The 95 fl 22% 


Gor, Ge. But, as he ee h S Bis Reafor 
for what he does, I ſuppoſe de tight defigh 
the ſame time, that ĩt ſhould fer for Y 1 
ſtification of hir ſelf. Tineb Danabr & A 
Hrenter. Some Months ago one of Mr. Wh 0, 
Friends told me he had Reard from Mr. N 
ſuch an Account a Convert fafion as: 


whole Truth of the Matter, and what th 
But I thotght it of fo tt 
though Mr. WE carne a 
terwards to viſit me in Compan Fo 15 1 12 
Friends of his, T did not think ar. 
take any Notice of it, after 55 hi e 
had given his Friend, and Which m i probes 
bility, came to his Ears: eſpecially nner co 
not have done it without blamidf him for his 
Incivility in making his own Uſe of what I 15 


ſaid, by changing the State of the eQueſtion, an 


fuppreſſi ing a part of my Anſwer an Incivility 
ſo much the greater; becauſe I had referred the 


to St. Bals Book de Spir aner eng 


count of my Sentiments about the Queſtion thi 


propoſed. I have had ſeveral O 
converfing with Mr. Mbiſton, an wy fatisfy* 


unities & 


he never look'd upon me as one who inclip 


e 
in the leaſt to his Opinions. -F'th6vght noe 
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Radious Man, 1 had a | Reſpedt for him ad 
ſacb-; and he will do me the Juſtice to acknow-. 
ledge, that I always io ſpoke my Mind to him ye- 
ry freely and fincerely ; but, that I never 2ppto= 

. ved of the Liberties he took, which indeed were 
re, than cauld be well born with. I was iw 
aut that ..w * he Preach d at the Lecture 
founded by Honourable Mr. Boyle, he 
21 ee that the ah Vert of the Prophecy of 
Fabel had. been wiſplaced, by the Copyiſts, 
1 that it belong d to Chap. xxx, He did me 
Ae fterwards to come and fre, me in 
5 De. 7 1 Tee 


= 2 5 and 1 

2 Fr Tek #0 ecke Nad 
7 770 8 
11 pr, giving in his Hr 
hs bad, n Matthew's Gale 
, and ſet it 2 oe Again. Tem 


never, „ -2crgrd ling ow his, 
Till t. th he Acbeiſts, ; that; 
8 Prophecy, again 2 


ſuppaſing the Date of the 
ene were, remov'd to tha 
from! thence, that / tho 
4 ſever] Tears after Ne. 
Conqueſt Faint, even accor- 
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ing tor his own'Chronology;' The : Atheiſts 
ould laugh at: ſuch an Iuterpretation, but 


| 


| 


rould never be cconvinceddby it. But he did 
ot think fit to follow my Advice; I deſired. 
imithen to cbonſider of the Matter a ſecond 
me before he -Ppubliſh'd: his Sermons; but 1 

ihk he has inade no Correction or Alterati- 

049 that Place. No juſt to ſhew the mon- 

rous Abſurdity vrhich the Atheiſts may charge 

im with, even upon the Foot of his on Chro- 

ology: The 30 Year after the Captivity of 

ecoins;' is the Ter 369 before Chriſt, if the 


| 


irſt Tear of that Captivity was the 599 Year 
efore Chriſt,” But the truth is that the firſt 
— EO ity is'the Year 597 and the 

muſt be 567 before Chtiſt. Now he ſups: 
)oſesthat' Egypt was invaded in the Year: 57 T 
efore Chriſt. , by Nebuchadneunur; ſo that the 
rophecy of the Conqueſt of Egypt will have 
een publiſſid four Years: after the Event. A 
dretty way this is of convineing the Atheiſts, 


divinely inſpired! Is not the Pröphet Exeliel ve- 
ry much obliged to Mr. Mbiſton for the Liber- 
ry he has taken to remove the firſt Verſe of 
— — it before Chap. xxx and ſo 
to expoſe his Prophecies to the Banter of the 
Atheiſts and Libertines, by making him gravely 
foretell an Event as future which had actually 
paſſed ſome Vears before bis: Prophecy. Tho 
indeed if they would act reaſonably, they ſhould 
not condemmtlie Scriptures, but blame Mr. Mb 
9's Raſhneſs. A 4 _ He 


oY 


hat the'Prophiecies of the Old Teſtament are 
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He again viſited me fince his profeſſing him · 
ſelf an pp and he can witneſs that I exhor« 
ted him ſeriouſiy to pay ſome Deference to the 
Advice of one of the moſt learned Prelates of 
our Church, by whom he bad the Honour to 
be reſpected ; and who, 1 knew, had writtem 
to him concerning his new Opinions; in order 
to recover him. Lrepreſented to him with ſome [4 
Earneſtneſs how ill it became a Perſon of bis E 
Age to be ſo Poſiive as Ichad always found! 1D 
Him, eſpecially ſince he had ſpent fo much of þy 
his time in Mathematical Studies, and therefore R. 
eould not have ſufficiently apply d himſelf toi fic 
the Study of Antiqquity. upon which neverthe - | 
leſs he pretended to build his Scheme; and, that H. 
it was a very odd Fancy fot him to think be: pot 
could revive a Hereſy which had been dead and bf 
buried for ſo. many __— that too after it dre 
had been ſupported: by the Supreme Powers fer 
both in he 2 Weft for about an hund fe⸗ 

dred Tears; and was brought in at firſt, as well ny 
as maintained aftet wards. by Ferſeeution and re; 
Violence, againſt che antient Faith, '-:!,-; al 
This Advice was only heard: But as I r -I 

entertain'd Mr. Whifon with Reſpect and Civr ars 
lity, be left his Book concerning the Apaſtolicub pug 
Canſtitutiom at my Houſe about T5 Months ago, tel 
with a Deſire that I would read it, and ſend is. pith 
to Dr. Grabe. I read it in three or four Days. n c 
as he deſired me, and made ſuch Remarks ad 1 5 5 
thought proper on Mr. Mhiſtons new Byſten. 

28 it was laid down in it, But I did not then 


M 


a kb 1 5 

ſit to ſend them to bim, becauſe I heard he was 
Ito return to London in a little time 70 anch bes 
cable I. allo underſtood from the late illuſtrious 
Baron Spanbeim, that my Lord Arehbiſhop of 
Tork had commanded; Dr: Grabe to Eramine 
e Mr. Whiſton' Natz 1h i ae 
bo es, that Mr. Whiſtos ſeem d not to me 

Jy examin d the Marks of Suppaſchitiom 
"{evera] learned Men have found in the 
0 Palical Conſtitutio; . „And indeed, as I learn 
She Om: 80 WM 7 7 er he re dnever read 
4 0 in epigraphis-.  Apoſtolscisz, 
whe 10 15 at "the poſe Rix has demanſtrated the! 


55060 e Apoſtalical Conſtztutions\to1he ſpar 
ions, we. 5 to rr kes ur Book 

Re "moſt Canonical Book in the whole New; 
T eſtarne t, becauſe all the other are only ſup- 
bored. y its Authority; but in the Judgment 
: All all the learned Criticks, both .Papiſts and 
dcateſtants, it way 9 59 by ſome Impoſtor af-; 
er the firſt Counci Nice, that is, after the 
2 [ear 325 of Chrith.. My Judgment cannot add; 
1 ny, new Weig ht o the A* Suffrages of the. 

& freateſt Men 1 in mmunions. When he 
ib all. have publiſh'd his Book, the World will: 
ps: e EEO at, ſuch Heaps of ConjeQures, and. 
8 arp Aſſertions, without any Foundation, or ſo 
a * as the leaſt Probability on his fi de. More. 
D, Mr. Vbiſton came and entertained me 
it ith, a new Diſcovery of an Arabick Tranſlati- 
s, n of the Conſtitutions, at Oxford and at View- 
I eh he hoped would convince; all the 
= World. 
Ne: 
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1 
| World. This, 1 thought, 


Century, at which time the C 
well as the Jews and Sarharitains, 

got the Greel Languag e, under the En 
che Mabimetans, Kent keir "Maſters," 
Tranſlate the” 0 frito" 11 75 7 
Uſe of their” 


a Judgrh 
by thi ten of. Fre 
Title af Thr Chun, i 


which was them 
upon the World. 
dited to be moved aaf be 
now that Alvarez” telis us in" 
Bylgopiti that' the King of Be. 
weiber the Christians in the” Weſt 
eigkt Bek of the 1 5 whic 


g 
Mund, ere W Air ' tk) 
King's Word for'it, ier o A et mY 


ligibufly. Mp! Whifton 09 7 may perfiwa | 


wis'a very parti 
lar Fancy. I told him He Wöuld find partes 
in ſuch à Manuſcript” Which' would ariſwet his 
high Expectations; tlizt' he on get nothing 

from the Arabi, bot ſome things Grits, "th 


ngk! 


Hitmſelf that 8. Clement Tent 'a Copy 55 
to Erbiopfy; which has heefn car 


As 


among theth* ever ſince: But I 80 p 7p bi 


if hie thmk9 6! he is much miſtaken: 


good! Prihce thotght that the Pimujch' 


Queen Caudhce converted his Royal” Mifttell 
e- We 6 ; 


and'l her * ' who” inhabited 


| 


| 


For ti 


Mer. 


850 % 
ee 


mong them? They call chem in their af LU 1 


„2 2 „„ ad mm as RS al SHE 


bv One thing whick-maved!car:noes itte lee 


ag ai Flood; which: wonkd have 


5 tp;the, Leben practiſed byothe Chriſtians? of 


H. He falls upon S. {rhovefurrin the foul 


[ 11 } Lo 
Maree.” But the Echiopiatis who live farther it 


the Continent. of Africa, were converted in these 


IV* Century; Frumentius, who was ordaint® 
for them by St. Atharaſiar, being their fire 
Biſhop, as is well known to all who underſtaud 
Chureh Hiſtory. And the fame King Dru 
tells Pope Clement VII. in 153g; that he rebe 
ved the Doctrine of the Holy:Trioiry in «He 
Unity of the Divine Eſſence! Sothat there ig 
little Probability that 8. Matthew-carry'd among 
them the - Apoſtolical Cor finn, which the 
Biſkops who fat in the Cunacil in TAC: 
85 extraordinary Criticks) alidvyetifind' ont 0 

have been corrupted by ſome KHerctirk CA 


Lebiervad how fomd he was of meer Chimera 
was; that Whereds in a Book! publiſhid' abd ut 
five Years (nee, & affirmed with Mr - Med chat 


the Herefict; ename out of the Diagon's Mut 
5 e 


Church if the Earth had not helped her; I. He 
nqw-looks upon Axiun who dirſt gave Obenioh 


his Sd, ssdhe Reſtorer of the antient Faic of 
the Chriſtiinaʒ and would plunge us agait in- 
to Idolatrys. For certainly the Religious Wer⸗ 
ſbip of Cteatures is Idolatry: And one of tlie 

eſſential( Marks of the Apoſtacy of the 
e the Religious Morſfiip ach 


ſhe pays to: thoſe: that ly Nature are no Gods. 


manner in the World z * repreſents Him 15 
the 


1 A . rr N oof , a 
C I j — 
: „ 
[ | ] 


the greateſt. Villain that ever lived. But he 
ought to have known, and would if he had 
allow'd himſelf time to read the Pieces of the 
fourth Century, that Athanaſius did but follow 


Alexander, his Predeceſſor, who had called 
Ariut Antichriſt, or the Forerunner of him, be- 


cauſe he worſhipped Jeſus Chip, tho he thought 
him no more than an excellent Creature; and 
chat the ſame 4tharafius diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
for 46 Tears together by his oppoſing the Ef-. 
forts of Arianiſn. We have a very exact Hiſto- 
Mt his Life in 2 Vol. quarto, writ by a learn- 
ed Man, = — was a Canon of — mpu 
is not to be ſuppoſed that Mr. I iſton has gi- 
ven himſelf the trouble e e l For 
m part, I expect ſome or other of his Friends 
will adviſe him to read the Extracts of Philo. 
torgius, an Arias of the V Century, concern-' 
ing;the Life of 88 and to publiſh ſome 
ſelect Paſſages thereof for general Edification.” 
And as he has received ſuch Light from the 
Arabic Verſion; ofthe Conſtitarionr, 1 would: 

have him by all means enquire after the Legend: 
of St. George in Arabick,' which has been a long 


time in Vogue in the Church of Rome, as is 


alſo that of the pretended Martyr Artemius, who 


dy d much about the ſame time with the pre- 
tended St. George. For after his Death, Artemi- 


5-was condemned by Julias the Apoſtate, for 
everal notorious Crimes, whereof we have an 
Account in Ammianus Marcellinus, how that 
St, George, it ſeems, gain d a Victory W 
pa: Aiba- 
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Athanaſius, à famous Magician. That Legend 
was written by ſome Arian, in the time when 


that Hereſy committed the greateſt Ravages, 
but it was condemned by Gelaſſus I. in a Coun- 
cil. But as Mr. Mhiſton conſiders things accor- 


ding to his Prejudices, ſo he may poſſibly give 
us ſome Extracts out of that Legend to juſtify 
himſelf in writing with ſuch Bitterneſs againſt 
that great Saint, whoſe Name is had in ſuch 
Veneration by all Chriſtians. The World will 
ſee upon what Foundation he goes when he 
ſhall publiſh all his Works; for we have yet 
ſeen nothing but ſome few Eſſays. I have had 


good Information that he has changed his Mind 


ſeveral times within theſe five Years z and there- 
fore I can't but hope, that by reflecting on the 
Abſurdity of the Work he has undertaken, he 
may at length drop it, and return to the true 
Faith. Indeed I always thought him to be ex- 
tremely fond and tenacious of his Notions ; and 
the Warmth with which he generally ſpeaks and 


daes every thing, gives us ground of Fear, leſt 


he ſhould run farther and farther in the Hereſy 
he has contracted: yet I think: his Friends ought 
not to give him over as abſolutely incurable. 
I ö ſee very well, that Mr. Mhiſton imagines 
he ſhall do the Chriſtian Religion no inconſi- 


derable Service by delivering the Church from 


the Doctrine of the Trinity, and that of the 
eternal Divinity of Chriſt. But ſuch as will care- 
fully attend to his Hypotheſis, will be ſoon con- 
vinced, that the Man is wretchedly miſtaken, an” 

; OY that 


[14] 
ithae-tic coiild never have found out a FN 
dy; way to make the Jews, who are well verygd- 
In the Scriptures, and | underſtand: the Spirit of 
Religion, to reject Chriſtianity. When be is 
nleafed todatroduce a Created God, he muſt of 
neceffity, under the Idea of God, ſuppoſe That 
Being to be Inſinĩte but then, by the Addition 


af che Word Created, ho deſtroys what he be- 
cd, and pretends i it to be a ſinite Be- 


fort füppoſ 
fing, | create>Þ by Gad the Maker of all Things. 
| Up pretending that: Chriſt is the Object of Di- 
vine Worſhip; he //advances hn impious and 
wicked: Dactrme in the World; for, it Chrift 
be: not really and truly God; that is, a Being 
that has all the Attributes of tlie Godhead; at 
ht be not gelt. exiſting, the great Jehovah, On- 
niſcient; Omnipreſentꝭ and Almighty ; then may 
welawfully withdraw our Worſhip and Adora- 
tion from him, as a thingexptelly commanded 
in Scripture. This is the great Argument which 
the Fathers always urged with ſucceſs againſt 
the Ariaus, and for which Reaſon they ever 
looked upon them to be guilty. of Idolatryꝛ. 
But if this Controverſy | be conſidered with a 
particular regard to the Jews; I then maintain, 
that according to the Principles of that Nati- 
on, it willi ever be impoſſible, ſo long as Chriſt 
is propoſed to them as a Created Being, how 
excellent ſoever he is ſuppoſed to be, to per- 
ſwade them to give Worſhip to him. The firſt 
Fathers of the Church ever acknowledged that 


the * to whom Adoration is conſtantly 
| given 


4 aa. li... W a. 3 


Deen 


et ou LS. 8 


ü 15] 
given in. thoſe Appearances recorded. in the Old 
1 Was . and this alſo was 
the Smt Doctrine of the Synagogue, as we 
learn from the of Philo the Jew. But 

when Arzenifee appeared. 1 the World, which 
taught indeed that This ſame Angel was the 

75 A, but maintained at the ſame. time, that 
"his A N. was a Created Being ; the fatal 
DEE, of that, Doctrine ended in Idola- 
875 23 immediately introduced into the 
urch f Ch 85 riſt: aid from thence. alſo Chri- 
ſtians N occaſion to worſhip. Angels. And 
indeed, if it be once allowed as a thing law- 
bay Forts ths Fongat ofthe Renne which, is due 
one, may he given to t he . Who 

7 : Oppoſes to be a Created Beings I confeſs, 1 
de no Reaſon why Angels, tho i Fo the Rank of 
Created ings, may not likewiſe, become the 
Objects of Divine Worlbip. Gradus nom mutet 
cim. Reitzie eft, e +religat Deo, fed non 
Creature. . 8 | 
The Jews. are miſerably. | perplened. with, and 
pr it to it, to get rid of thoſe. many. Paſſages 
hich in the Old Teſtament: manifeſtly. prove 
the Perſonality, of the Holy. olts. _ la- 
bour hard to explain them o 0 „Actions, as 
of the Actions of his Will. But if once we 
adopt the Arias Syſtem, we then naturally pro» 
ceed, and with Macedonius go on to believe, 
that the Holy Ghoſt is only a Creature of the 
My: which Poſition can't but ſhock the Jews, 
al DARTS Doctrine would indeed prove ve 


to place the Mena de Febobs 5 Ny c 


16 


ry ſerviccable, and abſolutely neceſfiry' to 3 85 
rid of thoſe Arguments which J cable Plura- 
lity of Perſons in the Divite be EM LI they 
dare not venture thus far on this Point: Fot, 
if once a Ddality (if I may fo f = of Per- 
ſons can be proved to exiſ in t 

fence,” then is it as eaſy, 4 ma 
DoRrine ef the Trinity. The Jews (for in. 
Nance R. Moſer Bar Need) never attempte 


Aukels, 6r of Cicktures, and it is plain that 
there are many Texts WI hich ſpeak of tlie Meſ⸗ 
fab, as of the Great Jehovah. 
''The Cotiveffion of the Jews, I confels Lelte 
to be at preſent a thing almoſt im oſlible, 7 
ſidering = miny Scandals that are given, 
the many 8 mbling-blocks that are Fat ber 
them by C aps; a8 2. g. firſt by Pa ſts,” 
that they are guilty 'of tdolarry in worlhipping 
the Hoſt: the" Croſs: Angels, Saints, and what 
not? Then ſecondly by Proteſtants,” in that 
they are guilty of groſs Errors, as the Luthe- 
rant, for inſtance, vith reſpe& to the. Encha- 
riſt; and 
Schiſms and Diviſions that reign among t 


and perceive the Ignorance alſo of thoſe, Ii 


whom they diſpute with. The Roman Idolatty 


muſt neceſſarily be firſt deſtroyed, before the 


Jes can ever be brought over to, confeſs that 


the Meſſiah they have vainly imagined to them- 


ſelves, is not ſpoken of in the 2* and 7* 9 
ters of Daniel, and that they themſelves " * 


1 Divine El. | 
matter to: aue the 


by others, when they behold os If 


> = A 


Dr 


1 
92 


93 ” 4 
— — 


— 


L171 


are not in the leaſt mentioned there under the 


Denomination of the Saints. of the moſt High, 
who: are to be employ'd by God in the Deſtru-» 


ion of Rome. This is the only great Event 
that can poſſibly conſtrain them to make a ge- 


neral Reflection upon their great Miſtakes, and 


engage them to ſtudy and apply themſelves 


with a greater Care and Concern (than hither- 
to they have done) to examine the Conne- 
xion of the Divine Oracles, by conſidering 


the Goſpel as the Accompliſhment of thoſe Ora- 
cles, whereof they are Guardians. 


— 


I am apt to believe Mr. Mhiſton will gain but 
15 or no Proſelytes to his new Diſcoveries ; 
but ſhould God permit the contrary, it would 
prove new matter of Scandal to the Jews, and 
ſtill continue to harden them in their Error. 


The Learned amongſt em are ever pleaſed witn 


the Hiſtory of the Hereſies that ſprang up in 


the Chriſtian Church: but they are chiefly de- 
lighted with the Sociniant, and thoſe more eſpe- 
cially, who pretend that Adoration is not due 
to Chriſt, looking upon them to be Perſons that 


are no Enemies, but rather Friends to them. 


But ſhould, Arianiſm now prevail, and get the 
|. upper Hand, it is certain the Jews would there- 


in find matter of Joy and Triumph. The Ari- 


|. as maintain d, that Chriſt had no rational 
Soul; pretending, that the A5yG. ſupplied its 


Place, and performed all its Functions. Now 


this Tenet not only expoſes the Hiſtory of the 
| Goſpel, and renders it SOR. ridiculous, 


but 


5 


13 be 
but ke tr ile a oe bug upon this 
Meffiah'to be the promiſed Goel, that 1s, one 
of Sor next Kinſten, or one that hath the 
Right*to' redeem us. And it is eviden,, this 
Poſition deſtroys the Dodrine'defivered in the 
33d Chap. ok Iſaiab: And we need only peruſe 
rheEpiſtle to the Hebrews, to be convinced of 
the N y' ther& is of rejeQing Army's Do- 
ctrine with his Circumſtance, as incompatible 
with the Chriſtiau Religion. 
Pinally, In vain does Mr. Whiſton boaſt of 
having the Tradition of the antienteſt Fathers 
on his side; for, 1. This is a matter of Fact 
that will warmly be diſputed with him; and 
2/Tho perhaps he may be able to inſtance in 
[ſome Paſſages out of the firſt Fathers, which 
are not well explain d by Petrae and others, 
ο bund their Faith upon the Decifion and 
Determination of Councils; pet, however, he 
Will gain but little by this: For Proteſtants, 
and the Church of England particularly, which 
has received the four firſt General Councils, do 
not rely upon the Definition of Councils, but 
they receive En only becauſe they are confor- 
mable to the Word of God: And therefore if 
Mr.'Whifton is willing to do any thing to the 
Purpoſe, he muſt proceed after this Manner, 
and follow this Method. Tis true indeed, by 
pretending that the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
are the Holy Scriptures, 2 their only Support, 
he does ſomething very like it: And certainly 
it muſt be confeſſed, as an unqueſtionable e $f 
28 t at {| 


Aeg d 


that the Author 
Arian. | But this Deſign of his is ſo whimſical, 
not to ſay fooliſh, — his Poſitions ſo abſiird, 
that this alone will infallibly ruin the Saceols | 
which he fo vainly promiſes to himſelf. -- 

But there is one thing which hath rack tte 
in his new Syſtem: of Divinity ; and that is, 
that he has 7 overturned Mr. Meade sScheme 


Jof the Prophecies of the Revela tion, which iti 


that 1 ain! in 1 706, he ſo + = 4 3 
rove 
5 When 1 lay that Mr. Whifton has quite over- 
tlivown his own Syſtem (which is that of — 
Mede) concerning the Revelation of Antichri 
I ſay no more than what he himſelf is oblined 
to confeſs. The Antients, as St. Jerome for one 
had owned that Revelat: x11. ſpeaks of the Fall 
of the Roman Pagan Empire; that the great 
Dragon who had fall'n from Heaven, caſting 
out of his Mouth as it were a Flood to deft 
the Church, fignifies the Hereſies which the 
vil taught Arins and his Followers, after that - 
Conſtantine; the Man- child born of the Woman, 


[had been raiſed to the Empire of the World; 


which Elevationof histhrew down the Dragon 
from the Heaveri where he was adored before 
that time. Indeed the Fathers counted the firſt 
Hereſy to be that of Arius, which had ſeveral 
Branches; as thoſe of the Eudloxi an:, the e- 


tians, his Ennomians, &c. and which was con- 
demned in the Perſon of its Author by the 


Souneil of Nice in 325. The ſecond 0 
t 0 


0 


J 


of Macedoniut, Biſhop of Conſtantinople,” con- 
third was that of Neſforiue, another Biſhop of 


the Hereſy of Paulus Samoſatenus, Biſhop of An- 


in 431. The fourth was that of Extyches, Ab- 
bbot of a Monaſtery in Conſtantinople, who aſſer- 1 
ted, that zbe Word did not cloath it ſelf with“ 


This the Council of Calcedon condemned in 451. 


ſtles; but, that St. Athanaſius was an Innovator]. 


what becomes of all his Syſtem on the Apoca 0 


an 
| afterwards revived: And we know that Enſeb; ſh 


e oy 
demn'd'in the 2d General Council in 381i: The 
Conſtantinople, who in a great meaſure revived 


tioch, who lived in the middle of the 3d Cen- 
tury. This Hereſy was condemned at Epheſus 


E 


Fleſh, or aſſume the Humane Nature in the 
Womb of the Bl. Virgin; but that the Divini- 
ty, being turned into Fleſh, paſſed through the 
Virgin, and was afterwards Crucify'd, died, andy: 
was buried, and raifed again on the 3d Day. _ 


Thoſe antient Writers teach, as we ſee fromp?! 


Theodoret, L. 4. de Heret. Fabuljs, that the Endſ< 
of the World was to be expected as very near. it 
This Theodloret aſſerts in another place in the de 


ſame Book, ſpeaking of the forementioned Per- ar 
ſon. But now Mr. Mhiſton believes that Arius d 


was the great Reviver of the Faith of the Apo 5 


th 
At 


who has corrupted all the Church: And now| 


Hſe? For, on one hand ir is plain, that Mz: 
cedonianiſm is a very juſt and natural Conſe Ti 
quent of Ariaziſm: And on the other it is plainſth 
alſo, that Arias did undoubtedly eſpouſe th 
Notions of Paula Samoſatenus, which Neſtorim: 


O 


9 21 5 
1. of — is eſteemed 2 Diſciple of Fey | 
[Collncianiſta. | For the ſame Lucian whom the 
Church of Rome has canonized for a Saint, was 
certainly a Diſciple of Paulus Samoſatenns. / As 
for Eutyches, his Hereſy indeed was, that he 
denied the Humane Nature of Chriſt; and be- 
¶Iliev'd it turned into the Divinity: But was not 
this an Improvement of what he had learned 
r- Iin the School of Arizs, that the Word ſupplied 
the Office of a reaſonable Soul in Jeſus Chriſt 3 
he and why 2 it not ſupply the room of _ 

Body too? 

It [mu be owned that Mr. Mede was del b in 

ndl the right in his Notion of Hereſies, which were 
y. indeed the Flood that was caſt out of the Mouth 
1. of the Dragon. The Interpretation is ſolid; 
\n 12nd Rapertns, Abbot of Duitz in the Dioceſe of 
ndl Colen, above 600 Years ago, took the firſt Hint of 
oy: (it! from St. Jerome. And Mr. Whiſtoz would have 
hel done well to follow Mr. Mere. Theſe Hereſies all 
er. laroſe in the Eaſtern Church: The Weſt was leſs. 
iu concerned therein. So the Devil left the Eaſt 
0 to come and bring Deſolation and Confuſion 

into the Weſt, by corrupting the other part of 
the Poſterity of the Woman by giving Riſe to 
a Antichritianiſin, which began upon the Divi- 
4,.|fion of the Weſtern Empire into 10 Kingdoms. 
(The Fathers, miſled by a fooliſh Tradition of 
ain the Apocryphal Writers, were of Opinion that 
hd Antichriſt ſhould not reign longer than 3 Years 
and a half; and that the End of the World 
5 ſhould immediately ſucceed his Fall. We juſtly 


of 


B 3 | blame 


Bb according to: the Account we have of that 
the Son to be the Servant of the Father, he yet 


_ Idolatry in Worſhipping Saints and Angels, who 


as Jeſus Chriſt, tho he perhaps be the ſirſt (o 
thoſe Servants) of that Rank and Order. This 
is one ſad; and melancholy Reflexion I have 


— 


; hs a m 
o — » 
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blame theit Credulity: And Mr. Whiſton-did/ve- 
ry well to leave them, and follqw Mr. Mege, 


But having ſince declared himſelf an Arian, from 
which Hereſy almoſt all the others ſprung, he 
would. do well (as ſoon as he has time) to 


make a new Scheme on the Revelation agree- 


ably to his lateſt Sentiments. Methinks the 
Opinion he has now lately embraced, ſhould 
oblige him to retract publickly his Eſſay on the 


Revelation Leſs. than this will never ſatisfy 


World. I ſhould alſo. think he ought to 
make Famende honorable to the Church of Rome, 


For if he be an Arian, as Lm told he has been 


for. about theſe 3 Years, he ought ſtill to wor- 
ſhip..Jeſus | Chriſt 2 But if he 19: 4 Dulian, « that 


ort of Arians, if notwithſtanding he believes 


worſtips the Son; With what Juſtice can he, 
after Mr. Mede, accuſe the Row Church off 


gre but the Servants of God the Father as well 


f 

| 

( 

| 
made on Mr. Whiftor's Fall. 17 | 
- Another thing at which 1 have had Reaſon| ' 
to be ſurprized in Mr. Whiftan's way of Wri | 
{ 

{ 


ting, is, the Confidence with which; he afferts 
bat all the Antients were of Aris Opinior 
and., that he can bring x00 Proofs of it. Such 


an unaccountanle Conſidence as this, is enoug 
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to make; one, deſpair of ding any Good 
— ſo full ot erbeten N 

eſt, Let us however try if it: is not audi t 
make bin! lk more modeſtly, To hear che 
Language in which he affects to ſpeak, any bo 
dy would conelude he had plzinly proy d. Aubert, 
noſiur to have been an Innovator in Matters f 
Religion. Hop God! how came” he by ſuch 


Confidence] Euſebiss joined; himſelf to A, 


Party, and favour d him as much as by alf h 


1a | Addrefs he could; and perhaps he 
it is who. has told Mr, }/:flor; that all the An- 


. FAS? — 5 - n N ; . 
tients were Ar;azs. No, tis no ſuck thing. On 


which ſome injudicious Perſons had raiſed-on; 
Dionpſiut Biſhop of Alexandris; and whieh they. 
ſpread even as far as to Rome: They accuſed: 
him, it ſeems, of denying the Diviniey of Je-! 
ſus Chriſt, that is, his Coaſubſtantiality- with! 
the Father, in his Refutation of the Scheliaws.. 
this? Why, be obligeth the other to explain 
himſelf upon that Point: which he dees wich- 


What does Dionyſius, Biſhop of Rome upon 


knowledges the Son to be conſubſtantial witir 


the eternal Father. And he doth that in ſo ma - 
ny Expreſſions, although he doth not uſe the 
Word 5wognG®., that no body can read them 
without being convinced that he underſtood 
the Conſubſtantiality of the Son withithe- Fa- 
ther in the ſame Senſe as the Fathers of the 


Council of Nice. And we. have his Letter 
. 


— N 


0. 
wherein he makes this Confeſſion to this Day. 
| Athanaſius inſerted it into a Diſcourſe of bis 
on this Subject; and ſo it is conveyed; down 
ſafe to us. Now this ſhews that the ö. 
of the Council of Nice was the received Do- 
arine and Faith of all true Chriſtians. - When 
Arias had publiſhed his Notions'in the Pariſh” 
he had the Care of, Alexarder, Bithop of Ale- 
- x&#4ria, depoſed: bim for the new Dodrine he. 
taught. We have a Relation of the Matter i in 

Letter he writ to Alexander Biſhop of Con- 
ſtantivople 5 where he gives him an'Acconnit of 
che Depoſſtion of Arius a Presbyter, and of 
Deacons who had embraced his Opinion: Af- 
ter ward the ſame Alexander, Biſhop of W 
driu; writ a circular Letter, which 0 we have 
to this Day, to all the Biſhop s of the World; 
to acquaint them, that ini a Synod i in Egypt be 
had condemned two Biſhops, Secundus and The: 
anus, tho had joined themſelves to Ariut who 
had been depoſed and excommunicated. He 
declares in that Letter, that he los orf Ari 
his: Doctrine as a Forerunner of Antichriſt; 
and be exhres all the Bilnops of the World 
to hold no Communion with Eſeh, of Nijcome-. 
dia; who was one of the three Biſhops of Syria 
whom 'A4#ivs had viſited, and who had Joie 
themſelves to his Farty; and whom he had be- 
fore given a Character of, in his Letter to Ale- 
xander Biſhop of Conftantinople. This Matter 


baving made a great deal of Noiſe, the Empe 


er 1 46aphns fent Ho offs to Alexandria. 11 2 | 
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Hiſur was Biſhop of Corduba in Spain And 2 | 


| he a. i. A. 
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Europe, there were alſo preſent ſome Biſhops : 


1271 


4. D. 324, he examim d the Complaints which 
the Friends of Arivs made againſt Alexandey.” 
Upon the whole, Hoſeus looked upon Arins A 
an Heretick, and ſo left him and his Adherents 
under the Anathema denounced agaimſt them 
by Alexander his own Biſhop, and by two 952 = 


nods. While three of the 'Biſhop ops Of Hr 

and principally Euſebins of Nicomedia,' ( where 
Conſtantiue very often reſided) were continnall yo 
making Complaints, Conflantine called Genes: 
ral Council at Mee, the chief City af Bithymie, 

in A. D. 325, where ring and His Friends 


were heard and condemn'd, after it Had been ; 


dedlaret'a greeably to the Doctrine of Dion Ae, 
of Alexandria, wh flouriſhed about the mid! | 
dle of the 3d Century, that the Son was con- 


ſubſtantial ith the ather. The Depofition of 


Arius and his Adkerents' was there confirmed,” 
and Euſebius of Nicomedia was depoſed.” Nor” 
Bas Enſebias of Cęſar iz, the Author of the Ee- 


eleſſaſtical Hiſtory, aeg to relate with what. | 5 3 


Difficulty he eſcaped the like Sentence himſelf” 
for being an Ariar, as appears plainly from 
his Books againſt Marcellus Biſhop of Ancyra. 
This Confeſſion of Faith was not drawn up by 
a ſmall 577 of Men, but by above 300 Bi- 
ſhops. as Har, who. preſided in the 


Council, oy. very well what was the Opinion 


of the Spariards 7 6 lived at the other end of 


at the 
Chri- 


from F Parſe and Africa, who witneſſed th 
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Chriſtians in thoſe Count! i 
ſame Doctrine from their nceſtors. 80 that. 


verſall pe iO than that o Aris Was. 
The Emparor! was indeed preſent; bat notwithe. 


Wed 


if be kack been inclined to fa 


than the other, one may gueſs from hig Letters 
a to Alex ander Biſhop of Al xardria, to Art. 


St. Hilary of Poitiers (whoſe Books agai! inſt the 
Arias do ee 2, affmed in poſition 


1260 


had received the 


it is. impoible any Doctrine can be more uni- 


nding that, no Council ever acted with grea- 
Re Fr lon: Fad Leys Eꝛuſebius, as much 
an Ari © was, 5 yet obliged to; confeſs, | 
erour de Sy only. that the Truth. 
might be diſcoyer'd. and FS clear Li he 4 
far was he from 5 heir 98 aus 
more. 


your one; 


elf, it would have been in fayour d this 
latter. Bot, Ut bad no ſooner. heard- the Bi AC 
than he was. convinced, that Arivs was; th 
novator.. . There, was afterwards, tis 1b 
Diſpute about the Word {nahi [ab that 
was, Ooccaſion d by Marcellus Biſhop of Aera, 


who gave a Sabellian turn to that tber W. Ace- 


See ba 7217850 after the Yeah of 07 705 re, 


on that Occaſion : Tbey 205 a {08 
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Arian: Aſſemblies. And 8. Ambr 


the Ears of the People were 


he fixes, as the Symbol to be received by his 


defended; by ſome of his — That Je- 


ted his Body, did 2110 ſaj pply the want of a | 


Tn. 


to-the- Euſebiqns in the Eaſt; Wbicher he hail y 
been ſent. But Mr. Mhiſton is not:difturbed/byi 
ſuch: ſmall. Difficulties as theſe: He makin 


Matter of the Diviſions into which: tlie Armas | 


themſelves were ſplit, tho they were: forincon's 


| ſtant, that ſcarce à few could aſſemble together 


in a Body, but preſently they felt to drawing 
up a new Conſeſſion of Faith: The ordinary) 

Chriſtians: had à perfect 1 of dc 
26% e 
the Biſhops which Conſtamtiur hack vioten 
thruſt rd many Epiſcopal Seats, from wWhenecs 
he had driven their antient Paſtors,” ſays; : That 

purer than the Lips of 
their Teachers. The ſeveral Confeſeons they made 
are preſerved to this time 3 and! Mr. , 
would do well to examine them with Attention, 
and then inform the World on which of them 


Diſciples. It would likewiſe be much for oπ⁹]f 
Satisfaction, if he would tell us honeſtly wWhae 
he thinks of that Notion of Aru, which was 


fas Chriſt. ad no Hamane/Sout, ben that vhs | 
Word, which he. ſays was created, and anima- 


reaſonable Soul. Mr. Whiſton Hhas-pabliſh'd' a 
Treatiſe of Navatian concerning the 4 I 


which he thought favour d his Opinion. A 


learned Doctor has provd the contrary in an 


Enquiry into Novatiar's Principles,” I . — 
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| * farther, and read the Works of thoſe 
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Piece of Hiſtory which is of no ſmall moment 


in that Controverſy ; and that is, That the No- 
vatians,” who were diſpers d all over the Em. 


| pire, and had ſeparated from the Church upon 


appearing of Ariar, joined with the Catho- 
licks at the Council of Nice in condemning him 
for an Heretick. They did the ſame at Con- 
flantinople. Nay and if we may believe Socrates” 


and Sosomem, ror Agellius their Biſhop at Con- 


ftartinople who propoſed the.Expedient for con- 
vincing the Aniant and Asen, by oppo» 
ſing to — ties of the Fathers who' 
hal lived in the three firſt Centuries. The ſamo 


thing may be ſaid of the Domatiſis,: whoſe Se- 


paration was made before Arne. appear d. I 
think that what I have ſaid is ſufficient to ſhew 
that Mr. Whiftonis very much in the wrong to 
affirm ſo poſitively that Athanaſfus was an Inno- 


vator, and that the firſt Council at Nice eſta- 
blithed a Creed contrary to the Faith which the 
Church had received from the Apoſtles; and 


that Arius was the only, or the ptineipal Per- 
ſon who taught it in its Purity, If Mr. bi, 
om had read the Works of St. Athanaſius with 
Judgment, he wonld have ſeen that he defen- 
ded the ſame Doctrine before Aris had made 
any great Noiſe, and which he afterwards de- 
fended either at the Council of Nice, or after 
he was made a Biſhop ; as may be ſeen in his 
Diſcourſe againſt' the Heathens; and concern: i 
ing the Incarnation of the Word. If he had 


Who 
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of the Propoſitions which Mr. MHhiſton has | 

liſid concerning his new Scheme, in his He 
rical Preface. He has never communicated them 
to me, ſo I leave the Examination of them to 
the Divines to whom he ſhew'd' them before 


1 
ho FEY againſt Ariani ſu, he would have ſeen 


that the great Argument they inſiſted upon wass 
this, That the Chriſtians would be Idolaters if 
they worſhipped Jeſus: Chriſt, and at the ſame 
time thought him no better than a created God. 


I dot t at preſent enter into any 3 


be printed that Preface. But that he may not 
complain 1 have not read with due Attention 


his Manuſcripts on the Conſtitutions, I ſhall of- 
fer to his Conſideration two Remarks, which 
may convince him, that if I differ from him 
about the Antiquity of that Book, I do it for 
ſuch Reaſons as ougbt to have Weight with 1 
_ or any other reaſonable Man. | 


— The firſt is taken from the Fact of Rebepti 
ring Hereticks, about which this Book ought 


by all means to have been conſulted, if there 
bad been ſuch an one in being. The 2d thing, 
which I don't remember Mr. Whiſton has taken 
any notice of, is: this, and which one would 
expect ſhould have been perfectly clear d up by 
a Profeſſor of the Mathematicks in the famous 
Univerſity of Cambridge; and indeed it is ſuch 
a one, as muſt needs convince any Reader who 
does but give a little more Attention in the 
Study of this Matter than Mr. Mhiſton ſeems to 
have made uſe of in framing his Syſtem : It is 
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this; that whereas he aſſerts that Clemens Rr 
umu left in the Church of Nome the Book of 


the poſtolical Conftitutions, to ſerve for a Rule 
unto the Church for her Doctrine, Rites, and 


Diſciplineʒ this Notion is a meer Chimera, and 
the Invention 33 fraitfalt bat il: govern d 
and injudicious 


For elſe we muſt ſup- 
of Nome, to whom that 


poſe that th Dio 
E 
ed Depoſtu was committed, kept it till af- 


ter the Council vf Nice without ever conſulting 
it on the moſt weighty Occaſions, or ever com 
municating it to any Pen- We find that uri 
rippin, Biſhop of Carthage; it was reſo 
il of Africa, to rebaptize all the 
Herericks without Diſtinction. Tertullian, who 


2 then à Catholick, is e e 
Witneſs of this matter of Fact, ſince he writ 
Diſcourſe in Greek concerning the rebaptizing 


of Hereticks to juſtify the Reſolution of thi: 


Council of Africa, as he informs us in his La- 


tin Diſcourſe De Baptiſmo. He writ that Dif- 
courſe in Greek for the Uſe! of the Chriſtians 
in che Eaſt, who were diſputing about that 
Matter. Jaded! it is not unlikely, that it was 
of Service to the Biſhops who aſſembl 


OJ 
made, of whom Dionyſeus of Alexandry T4 f peaks 
in Euſeb. Hiſt. Eel. lib. 7. c. 7. The 


e Dio- 
u tells us of a Council at Leon m, but 
which appears to be held later than orher, 
becauſe Firmilian, Biſhop of Ceſare i in Cay 

docia, preſided in it at the ſame time when L 2 


e of Alexandria flouriſned. And that * 
El 
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eib at Tonks wiloWe the Footſteps of YO 05 
ther at Sy nadle. So that we find there were 
three Councils held on this Queſtion; one in 
Africa, and two in A,, before ever 8. Cyprian 


and Stephen: Biſhop! bf Rome enter d into, a Bit. 


pute abour it. Now tis certain that the Conſti- 
tut int determine this Queſtion, 176, 6. c. 16. ac- 
cording. to the Mind of thoſe three Conseils | 
and that they order d the Rebaptizing of all 
Hereticks, when they return into the Commu- 
nion of the Catholick Church. But it can't be 
uppoſed that iſo many Biſhops, both in %% 
and "Africa, ſhould'/have known of theſe Con- 
ſtitutions, becauſe they never quote them in 
Defence of their Judgment and Practice; which 
ſurely they would have done if Clement had 
ever committed them to the Church of Rome, 
for the directing of the Church in Faith, and 
Rites,” and Diſcipline. That Council of Africa 
was held under Agrippin, before the Tear 100; 
and the Practice there eſtabliſh'd, was conſtant- | 
ly obſerved: afterwardsin the Churches of Afri- 
ca,.2s S. Cyprian tells us in his Epiſtle to Jubæ- 


jams, Pang in another to Smut Nor did 
that Council coriſiſt of on TL ſmall Number of 


F'fiops : For 8. Auguſtin, in his Book de unico 
Bape. contra Peril. telt us, that there were aſ- 
ſembled to the number of Seventy. And the 
two Councils of Synade and Lonium muſt alſo 
have been very full: Thus much at leaſt is 


certain, that there were preſent at them, Biſhops | 7 a 


from ſeveral Provinces of Ala. And what is 
more 
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1 
more than al this, till the time of Stephen, the 
Church of Rowe had, conſtantly received all 
Hereticks without rebaptizing them. Tis in- 

deed very ſtrange ſhe ſhould have done ſo, ſince 

there were at. the Followers of Valentine, 
Erden, and Marcion; the Principles of which 
_Hereticks, quite overturned: the very funda- 
mental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion. Yet . 
that Pope had a very ſharp Diſpute with Cypri- 


An on this Queſtion, and condemned the.Cuſtom 
of the Churches of Africa, tho it was agree. 
able to the Deciſion of the Apoſtles in their 
Conſtitutions. Nor did any Perſon in the Ro- 
man Church adviſe him that he was diſputing 
Againſt the Apoſtles, whoſe Conſtitutions. were 
in the Treaſury of that Church. The Africars, 
on the other hand, were very well ſatisfy'd_in 
their own Cuſtom, which was, agreeable to the 
Deciſion of their Anceſtors, and never. argued 
from the Authority of thoſe. Conſtitutions, 
which muſt certainly have put Stephen and his 
Party to the . utmoſt Confuſion. And Dzozyſius 
of Alexandria, when he faw Stephen was ſo ob- 
ſtinate, as to declare he would excommunicate 
the Churches of (alicia, Cappadocia, Galatia , 
and ſome other Churches of 4%, that rebapti- 
zed all the Hereticks ; never thought of ur- 
ging againſt him the Conſtztutions of the Apoſiles, 
which favour d the Practice of thoſe Churches. 
He only faid, that Rebaptization of Hereticks 
was eſtabliſh'd by three great Synods; and ſo 
he recover'd to a Spirit of Love and 1 

N * thoſe lo 


OY 


pry 


thoſe-who ib psd ibo for Wii | 
off ComnjunidH with-choſt Churches r . 
on is cet ta inty at libetty td ihetieve nid Hrn 
whatihe pleaſes ʒ but Iii ou iithidk he xuti e 
perſwade any Man f- Senſe, chit a DN 
tice of thib nature had bern this Sabhecbeen 
ontroverſy for: near 66 Vers; and chet | 
the: great Gee eee - 

TUCH a E Apdftollet Oo ee. g 
which the Matter is deal ydteided hu Id hadd 
bern in being andi hab iv ve Galt ., 
ated: to che Church 3001 Rae 20 50 oss 
nicated unt gli the Ohriſiian Biſlops;) 461" 
darts of the World, for lbivgülati ring 
aith,- their: Rites, And cehviesDiſehp! 21Bift 
his is not all: The fame ae ſtion Was in 
efetred to the Councii of Nils; 7 14 
more ſtrange, is theiri deciding 5 Con 
I — of ae 
0 oſed Conſt itutions. For the Cone. 
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out diſgracing Stepben, condẽèmms his? Opi 

n the ran e d even witch the Cu un 
b-Pfthe Popes:Legats. That: Popwyrit fiery, ly 
te For the receiving equb ly all »Hetericks; 51 | 
„ put rebaptizing any; but the: Coumdil Grẽ,HJ 
ti. hat — taty of Paal\ Biſhop of A 5 
ho deny'd::the:Deity of @trilt;f ſhogkl. | 
e, paptized. Cam. So that here WE CIE | 
es. the greateſt Aſſemblies ef Bihope thne be beg 
ks ee n ſeen, is entirely iĩguorant of theſeb chf. 

atiqns of) the Apoſtles, and decid&esi'eviitra 

chien „ 


W 


.. 


5 (i the keepitg of fo valuable x Treafars 
nor the Biſhops of the greateſt 


chem, Wheren, never ſpeak one Syllable © 


Folgt. yet we muſt not (conclude: that all t 
n vr 9 monary did 


Gouncil-of Nice oat-of Defercnce-ts The cor 


don't know how many Diſcourſes od that Ar 


1 __ 


Churches in the it 
World who were there and whoſe Pre · pr 
deceſſors ought all to have received Copies of 


E to Mr. Wikifton, they 
to have had em, in a manner, all- by 
t. having heen educated and formed unde 
= Doctrine and Inſtruction contained in them 
Let ug ſes ſomeivhiar that is yet more ſurpri 
zing: Though the Council of Nice ſettled: this 


a in chai 


orga! 


Gaſton — all th racks bull 
put ever ;alledging that they or" thee the 


n 
al 
7 
trary Netermination of the Apoſtles.” The 4 * 


Conſtitut nm: baving appear d before t 
ad; of the IV®*-Century, the Queſtion of it 
Wine, Hereticks was NN with a rei 
| of-Warmth in 4ffrce. 8. in writ 


gument, becauſe the Darati rebaptized thoſe f1 
WHO. join d themſelves to 2 Communionl 

an e Monk, tells us, in a Diſcourſe 
pul iſh'd by the learned R, altiu, in his Note 
on . that ſeveral Biſhops in 4fice werd 
inclined to reba ptize Hereticks: but yet after} / 
all, though the Book of the Conſtitutĩons had 
ara pibliſhodfedar'vh the time of Epipheſ 


ni 


* * 3 * 8 * 
; 
n 
* 


fler, ho quotes a Paſſage out of it; we dont 
ind that any, Uſe was made of it in the Dif 
JUTE on that Subject. 45 | | „ 


o + 


This is my firſt Obſervation; which is, o 
elf, ſathcieat to overturu all Mr. Wh:ftox has 
ſſerted concerning the Antiquity of the Con- 
itutions, which ſeem to have been | written 


ome Years after the Condemnation of Ari 
Jcome nom to ee which I deſire 
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n.the Conſtitutions, lib. | 5. Ce 16. The Words 
Ire cheſe: Oportet ergo fratres ut qui pretioſ 
e redempts. eftss, dies feſtos Paſe 


che accurate & on diligentia poſt equino#i- 
oſc was. celebretis, ut neque unins paſſtonis W 4 
ou anu⁰ν,jꝗ netrori am reuouetis, ſed potius ſeme! 
FS quotanttis meinoriam mortui item ſemel cele- 
eg bretis:: Neque amplins cum Jud es temput cele- 
ö brauuli paſch4 obſervetis ; nulla enim nobr# nuuc 
n eis communitas eſt. Falluntur namque is 
ipſo etiam Calculo & ratiocinetione, quam ei 
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lie Bra ft © Vl vero ob bete alt; eng 
ebnverſſonem ber enuinocfiß 42 5 u 
4 " 22” diem Menſis 12% qui 95 atur © Drs 
$2. notate, fat” 24 21" Dunn," in 15 
i © bebdomada: am —— . luna 8 * | 
„ ber errorem ir ue anno paſchi ugitemi 
ant diem Re 5 nis Domini lee, 
ee, ommico celebremui. SY 5 
; us conſider à little — Whiftor'sSy ſden 
concerning this Book 2 Conſtitutions; 1 J. fe | 
doſes that Clement, Diſciple of S. Pi, w 
or of it. 2. That he compoſed it in ch 
\ 64 Year of Chriſt, after an " Alſeinbly" of thi 
Apoſtles 'conven'd for that purpoſe. / ; 3. Thi x 
ep ofited this Book with the Church ol 
Rome, bof which Be was Biſhop,*to ſerve for 
Rule of Faith, Manners, and Diſcipline, to. thi 
Chidrch. Dae Bot. UNO al 


But there are event other Events to be co 5 
Rderect: namely, That there aroſe a Queſtiot x 


7 Eifter Bui the middle of the ſecong* 
oy tury. Polpcarp, who dy'd A. D. 147, we 
aue, under Pope Eleutherws, to endeavou 
19 make op that Difference: But Eleurberas had ** 
not the ſenſe to ſhew the Deciſion made by th 
Apoſtles, E it was related by Clentent,” one © . 
tis Predeceffors, es. IT 
The ſame Controverſy broke out again wile | 
Vi#or: But he, poor Man, had never ſeen o 


Heatd"of the Book of the Conflitutions' elſe bi 
Difpute: Ber don have put 2 an, End to th te 
tis action. 


TY 


3 (337), - 
faction himſelf, and of; being able to -ſatisfy; 
chers who were ſadly divided by that Que 
ol heophilas, upon receiving that Letter, calls a 
«nF;ouncil,. not only of the Biſnops of Paleſtive, 
Shut allo of ſeverel other Countries in the Tear 
6 and what Anfwer does he return to H. 
Aer? Why, juſt the contrary to that which Cle- 
E. gives, asthe; Judgment: of the, Apoſtles: 

For. I. He ye downs that Jeſus Chriſt aroſe 
Hillthe 25th-af Nen. being Sunday, and that he 
ragdied the 23d. f March, 124 Thereupon he lays 


/ \ 
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60 Fo 
Ribs 
k 46 
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this Conncil inder the Name of that of Philippi, 

and did not diſcover that it was the very Let- 
e ter of Theaphilut to Victor. Beda, 55 from whom 
owe have this;Council of Cæſarea, 'acquairits:.as 
with the Oeraſion of this Letter of Yi&or;:and 
5 tells us, 1. Phat the Apoſtles Had determin d 
roi: A nothing 
5 | 5 | 
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nothing abont this Matter; wbick inews th 


tury, had never received the Book 
| Pitutions. 2. That the Celebration of Eafte 
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7 inbi fieret ordinatio, ubi Dominyt & Salvator 


her this Determination of the Council of Ce. 
farea, Vitor was ſo poſitive and inflexible in a 


under Alexander Severus. Andi 


|  Laodiceain Syria, made another/ſome 5e Years 


| 350 | 


the Wiſtern Church, down to the eie jy . 
e 


had been very different; for the Gauls kept 
on the 25th Of Mors, in Memory of the Re 

ſurrection, let it fall on what Day of the Week 
it would. 2. In Italy, where one would think 
they ſhould have known fomewhat of the 40 
Polical Conſtitutions, the always kept it on the 
25th of March; bat differed about the Numbe 
of the Days of the Faſt they obſerved before it 
3. That in the Eaſt they kept it che Lath of the 
Moon of March, 4. That Naber thought fit te 0 
apply” ous ” Theop us 3 
of Paleſtine, 9. * ef 
jure à cunts” Carholicis Ate Eccleffss, 


** Mundi fuerat is carne verſatis. We find'that 


Matter of ſo little Importance, that he was go- 
ing to Excommunicate all the Churehes of fe, 
if 8. Tenæus had not oppoſed it, and brought 

him to a more reaſonable Temper; Since that 
time we ſee nothing but differetit"( cles for- 
med by ſeveral learned Men for regt 
ſter-Day. Hi poly tus made one ö 


Hep of 


after ; yet the Laiur generally followed the 
Ole of the Jews, of which we have a Deſer}- 


. 12 2 FI tio 
k Wall 


"391 
in. Epiphenins, Hereſi5 1. - The Deſk - 


* e e dee M²en propoſed, was toigive' 
the Church fuch a certainoComputation- 
"that Feſtival, as might ſerve to reconcile. the” 
different Parties, and keep 
Jing the Cyole bf the Jews. If it is poffible chat: 
del Anatolins might never have ſeen the 4poſftvlical/ 
ll Conftitations , at leaſt one would think that 
ll E:ppolytus, who died near Rome: ſhould doube- 
lels haue ſcen them: But we don't ſind he ever 
had 3 nay; on the contrary, we are very ſure 
he never ſo much as heard of any ſuch Bock. 


Ito make Hereticks of all thoſe who kept Boer 


ther that 14th Day fell on the 2d,” Ith, or e- 


pretended, 1. 8. "Jebe's Authority, whoſè Cu- 
. ſtom it had been in the Churches of 4 — 
af 2. They produced the Adr of 2be" Apo ine 

other Apocryphal Peicenas Theodore them, 
L. de Her. Fabal. There was never à better 
|| Time, and which would have been möre fer- 
ith Yiceable to the Intereſt of the Biſhops of Rus, 


ged the Tradition of S. John, and the-ſptirions 


word; of their being 3852 againſt "thew on 
og Raſta an W 
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f Ad, of the: Apoſtles': And yet we don't Her one 
8 
e 
| 


em from Follow-' 


In the middle of the Hi Century they began 


on the 14th of the Moon without waiting for 
the Day of the ReſurreQion, nor minding whe- 


ven the 7th Day. of the Week. Theis latter 


It 
to have the Conſtitutions of ibe Apo” 
files, than this; eſpecial} ne 0 ae be 4 


- 


"TR 
N Engfh this latte ls brought to the Conn; &. 
ciiigfoNice, throgglhy; the Remonſtrances that an 
Nantine made torbath the contending Par F 
tian: That Frinre vas much diſturbed at thę Bi 
Diftetence:.between che! Churches of 4% ald 
thaethem which he bad Knoirnbefore: So he! 
stata thaſs)Ghurches rant particularty 
exhorts:thbſo>whe; tollowtbithe Cycle of the 
Jaugsobcterding· to M icin Eeffercuias ſometimes 
cHebrsted ai in one Nr , ˖¾nqonfo ra them- 
eyes tothe general: and ordinary Cuſtom. 
Thie c dean raw HEnfebivs's! Hiftory j Lib. 30 
n Wastthereſe ver a mote natoral Oc- 
Won of alledgiqg) the! 4jioftelicat Conſtitutions” 
tang N nd et not oe of alb the 318 Bio 
ſhops af; whom that Council conſiſted;: (ever! 
agcgmentorned that Bot. Nay, we find from 
the Writings of ſome ho lived after the mid- 
dico the IV Gentury, as S. Aarbroſe, Epiſt. 83. 
that. that Gonneib referred to the Church of 
Hlexamirigtheicaye af ſettling Eaſter- Dey; with 
2HJAjan3ion 4.o0tify: thoitime ta all the chief 
Bilhaps: af che Empire. TA Sign they.thoughe 
that Aſigonomy was better underſtbod there 
than mas other, Church in the Empirs j and 
5 Ye brag dane thought beſt to follow tlie 
_ - Rwleaybich hond be ſettled by them of that 
Church. 441 bas e 2 lo eib od % 
__- NB it only fram the utter Silence of all 
| Peer abe wt the Subject of the 
Paſſover, that we conclude theidpoſtolical. Cons 
ftitutions were never known till the time of 
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80 Gepe, e ards the Ver 355. 
nd 0 they were forged a littlt before 3 
* Lt Ny era after the Cquhcil of Mee. 
But even the — Deciſon which is made in 
Ucn ſhers that debe facher could nt live in 
1 t deb of 8. Onnt, The Words of the De- 
con arE quoted abb ve. I am amazed Mr. VB. 
> euid no perceive; 1. That tHis'preteri- 
ded Une: 'pat#/aOoiiſtitution upon the Apo 
Mev bith is perfectly oppoſite to that of St, 
Pai, > h60Blantey ee end for obſerving” 
Days Ser 2. He takes the ApoltieFignorant” | 
When quino& fell in their tires for it Was 
not! önItte 22d bf March, a8 khis Iipoſtor 
makes them fuppofe hut on the 35d. 3, He 
forget to make the Apoſties put bur reiß Cys 
cle, tat might be more perfect than that which 
the Jews uſed. His Courage fail'd' him here, 
or elleihe wanted Skill to draw otie Up, For h 
was'copfounded by the different Cycies which 
the Fathers of the II Century had invented. 
And yet the thing was abſolutely neceſſary,” 


Church infinite Pains. For after the Council 
of Nie, All the learned Men were taken up in 
0 artige ſuch an one. Nay and the CHürch 
Rome fell often into the very ſame Inconve- 
— which the Council of Nice endeavourd 
o prevefſt, I mean that of celebrating the 
ariftian'Pafſover: on the ſame Day War 
he Jews kept theirs. 4. That the Author of 
the" ons fas fiued the Vernal' mg 


accord ing 


F 
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and would have faved the Greek and Latin 


WW 1403 "PE 
according; to the  Obſeryations of thoſs, ater 
diſputed alittle after Vi&or againſt, the Quar- 
decimanc..; They fixed. it to the 22% of March, 
anticipating a Day from the time of 8. Clement. 
They were preft with a Difficulty which eppeęars 
at firſt üight; i, e. That by fing the F 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 5. . his Refurrection, 
25, they muſt ſometimes keep Hater twide 
one Tear, For by following the Kalendar oi 
Lunar Mgnths according to the Jewiſh;Cycle; 
they. were obliged to keep, the; ſecond beſare 
following, unleſs: they dig} inter- 
5 pl 2 11 Days every Year; und 12 Mays evety 
Lear; or Biſſextil. For if Clement had ſet- 
N 
5 e in his, 
did not fell on the 3d, but on the 23d of 
that Month; It did not fall on the 32d fila. 
bove 100 Years after. his Death. To candude; 
II Mr. Vhiſton had compared this Chapter o 
4 the. Conſtitutions, he would immediately have 
.obſerved., that this Impoſtor, who concenbd 
himſelf under the Name of Clement, follows the 
Reaſons which Conſtaptine urges in his Epiſtle 
to the Churches, which Exſalias recites.in the 
Place above · quoted, to ſhew what an; Abſur- 
dity. thoſe.-Churcbes were guilty of, h 0. 
| lowed the Jews Kalendar- Computation. 
It is very plain, from what has been alres- 
dy obſerved, that Mr. WWhfon has not rend the 
clefiaſtical Writers with -much Judgment-or 
atior ee that he has made Tue w 


in 
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don the 3 


1444. 


* le 


of 


ue of that Bet böser which he beſt un- 
derſtands, I mean the r for, if 
he had made that Uſe of thoſt Sciences which 
be might have done, he could never have paſ- 
ſed ſo raſh a Judgment concerning the Auther 
of the Conſtit#tione, as he has been led to 
his new Scheme. Well paſs by his R 
to & Mafthew, whom he has ſer veck litele bette - 
than Medea did Eſon e And ag he has taken u 
on him the Character of a Chroteloger, let h 
ſhew that by his Hypotheſſs in Clitonology he 
bas made à ſhift to confound! the Nos a 
moſt certain Mattets of Fact. 
How unhappy he is at making H fa: 
we have an Inſtance in the Diſſertation. he 5 
publiſ d at the End of his E//2y on ibe | 
Lpſe; concern the Abiathar of whom — 
viſt ſpeaks Marr. H. 25, 26. Divines eſteem 
themſelves obliged to defend what our Saviour 
there aſſerts a the Ob 


Was. 2 
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Indeed it is plain, that the Fact our Saviour 
ſpeaks of, was done under Abinelecb the High 
Prieſt, and not under Abiatbar his Son (who 
fed from Neb to David, and earryd with him 
the Fphod4 to which the Urim was faſten d) 
after his Father was killed by Su among the 
84 Priefts who were at Nob: But to this Diffi- 
culty there are many Anſwers given, which 
may: ſatisfy any reaſonable: Perſon. S. Jerome 
N that the Copyiſts might have put the 

of Ab;athar — of Abinelech, which 
Pe in 1 Sam xxll, and that either through | 
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jeQions of the Jews, 
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Abiatbar. Bora thought that bath the Fatber 
apdathe Sn might have two Names ; and 
Proxes his Opimon, by comparing! 2. Cron 
iv. 9, 3, B. und- 2 S ]⁰i N. with 2. Fah. 
29, 35. and Kings tins d Camortrite 
ght that the Prepoſitian 3; dente 
thar, is fo — — might 
agree. well :e nongh to ſome what that paſſadtiin⸗ 
deed under Abanelech, but within a fewu days 
of: the Frieſthwod of Abiatbur, whaNl, was ue 
9999 the tyyo te ſpecially zi£) 
as Nicholas de Lyra' eee had; 
en then, 2 engaged in the Prieſtiy Of- 
bce. - Any of-:theſe Auſwers is. ient / te rey 
move the Jews) Objeftion ; Hor Jeſus, Chriſt 
mentions Abiat ban becauſe ht was the more ho 
ted Man. -,;4bitrelcoh was executed as a Tito 
8 and to the en then, 20 dt 1a 
to be ſuppoſed that Ahimeleob gave Davith 
13 with his own Hands, but that if 
was given him by Abiathar, by - the Order of 
. who. lived but a few Days after: 
70 roropins of Gesa, p. 68, lays down ſome other 
ut. 3:7 upon this place of 8. Mark; which 
173 V. hi ſton might have made uſe of, if he had 
| in knawn of them; though tis true indeed, that 
they bars been rejected bythe beſt Cormenta- 
N vet Mr. Whi on, it ſeems, was not ſatiſ. 

with any of the Anſwers he had met 
8385 And as he had ſomewhete found an old 
Extlogur ff the High Prieſts. of the 1 71 
F110 2 


*. 19 
14 11H 
1 
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Miſtake,: or betauſe he might alſo be call; 
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hi vieh ne 


 Phineas,” Abitub, Arab, 'Abiabar, 1. China 
Abiathar II. Jondthay. A wory 'confiderable 2 


ſephns FAntiq. 1; 6. c. 14. p. 196.) innocently 
ſuppoſes,” that" Abimolech "Was. * Prieſt, 


11 


dy had ever ſen before hi 
nie has formed Conjecturks upon that, 
boldly + as it, he had received an expreſs Reve: 
lation on this Point. 1. He tells us, that the 
Abimelech who was ſlain at Nob: with the*8# 
Prieſts, was not"the High Prieſt, but that the 
High Prieft's Name was ee, and of this 
Man {if we ay out Mr. Whiſtaw's Word for 
it) our Savibur This Abint bar I. Was 
the Son/of 4510 Rota Mr. Whiſton--makes 
two Abjathars ; ufder the firſt of whom, he 


concludes from 8. Mert, David eut the Shews N 


bread: The ſeebad he VOIR was the Grandfoti 
of chelfirſt, andthe Son of one himiledb "inn 
High Prieſt. 2. That Bl; aud fevelr N 1 
his Race were High Prieſts, in this Order, E 


Diſcovery this 131 Poor Foſephuz, the" Jewiſh | 

Hiſtorian, 'who-too diag h u Prieſt kee 
of but 1 3 High Prieſts from Auron to Solomon, 
Antiq. 1. 20. c. 8. and they were, Aaron, Eles- 
ar, Phineas,  Abiezer , Phineat, Bochi, (02771 
Eli, 4bitnb, Abi, Ahimelech,' Feboj ada, Sadbor. 
He knew nothing” of two ee 80 the 


Jews, particularly: [Rabbi David Kimchi; conclude 
244. was an High Prieſt froni 1 Chror.. xif. 


27. And Jebojada was the Leader of the Aaro- © 
nites, &.. And they take him to have been the 
ſame with Abiathar hs Son of. Abimelech. Jo- 


and 
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and brings him in confe 
he had conſulted. God for David, as be had 
done On other Occaſions. : He alſo takes notice, 


that the Slaughter of the Deſcendants. of Eli 


was an Accompliſhmem of Samuels Prophecy 


againſt that Honſe. He affirms alſo, that 4 
Aber the Son of Abimelech the High e 
the only Perſon who eſcaped from the Fury 
of Saul. And when he comes to Lib. 8, c. l. 
N. 254. where he ſpeaks of Solomon's Depoſing 
Abiathar, he takes notice that 4biathar and Sa- 


doc had been made High Prieſts by David, and 
that Solomom ſpared Abiat bars Life on the Ab- 


4 1 


count of what he had gone through in Daria 
Service, and becauſe he had borne the Ark be- 
fore him. And there again he obſerves, that 
by the Depoſition of Abiathar, Sumuels Pro- 
pheey againſt the Houſe of Eli was perfectly 


the Liſt of the 13 High Prieſts: ſome count 


them thus, Aaron, Eleazar, Phineas, Abiſone, 
Baces, Hof, Zernchia, Meragyoth, Amaria, ( &xe 


Joſeph. Ant. Lib. 8. c. 1. p. 254.) thoſe are the 
9 before Eli, after whom come 4hitub, Abijab, 
Ahimelech, Thus Joſephus's Number of 13 High 

{ to 


* 


Prieſts is filled up. But we are obliged 


Mr. Whiſton for increaſing the Number to 17, 
for that, if I am not miſtaken, is the Sum of. 
9 and 8; and for acquainting us that there 
were two Abiathars; under the firſt of whom 
he ſuppoſes that Affair of the Shewbread to 
have happen d, wiſely foreſeeing that it could 


conſeſſing before Gul, that 


fulfilled. I know that there are Differences in 


-, &* > nat gs PENS SO it ee. 
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_ 1 : 
dk che; referr'd to the time of the ſecbnd. 
Wo need not lock far for the:Reafon of Mr. 
Whiftow's making ſuen ſerange and nn 
itions He tells us, 5 his Chrono * 
that Saul relpned 40 Years. The great = 
was of that Opinion ; yet almoſt all es ' 
logers are of another Mind. But Mr. Whifton 
has follow'd| him in his Miſtake, for want of 
examining the thing. He pretends: to prove it 
po we! AFs xiii. 19, 20, 21. But 8. Paul, in that 
lace, does not give 40 Years to Sat alone; 
ut to Sammel and Sel.” Sammel was born un- 
der the Pontificate of Eli, who judged the oe 
ple 40 Years, and died at the Age of 98. 8 
awrel judge them above 20 Tears after Eli 98. | 
fore he beat the Philiſtiner; after that he judg- 


Jed them ſeveral Years; but as he grew old 
(Where, by the wa ways the Word arc a Man 
that is paſt his 60 Year ) he fixed his Sons in 
his Place: They, not Rh immediately under 
their- Father's Eye, abuſed their Authority ſo 
far, that the People ask for a King. Samwel 
had Order from God to fet one over Fw 
and accordingly he Anointed Sul at the 
of ehe Summer, 1 Cam. xii. 17. Samuel then 
retires to his Houſe, and there remains till the 
2th Day, having'chargd King Senf to wait for 
him, in order to offer up a "(lem Sacrifice. 
| Fonnthar, Sant's Son, having in the mean time 
| || fiiccefsfully: attack d à Hoſt of the Philiftiner, 
\ || they aſſemble their Troops at Mikmaſh, where- 
| an was obliged to Sl * 4 
4 | 


„ . 
fore the 7th;Day was expired, tantrary-t Se 
mel Direction. -This was! Saul B firſt Sin. 
However, God granted them two Victeries, by 
the Conduct of: Jonathan! Saulis Son andi the 
General of his Army, 2 few Mays afterwards. 
The . Myabites..,Awmonitesoandc other neighs 
bouring Nations, ſeeing thatithe. new Ring was 
not yet, well ſettled in his Throne, they prepare 
to invade his Dominions; but were repalſed, 
after ſome unſucceſsful Attempts made in cthe 
depth of Winter. After this, Samuel, by Socks 
| Authority * obliged 8 aul \tQ/ eſtr O the. Amale: 
kites, 1 Sam xv. Accordingly- he; deſtroyed 
them about the Month of January: But in that 
Matter he did nat fulfill the divine Command; 
and ſo — By Samuel, that God had re- 


1 


jected him from being. King. Samuel, on that, 
was commanded to Anoint David: - After 
which, Saul was troubled with an evil Spirit, 
and ſent for Dæuid, to cure him by ſinging 
Holy Songs. In the mean time, the Philiſtiner 
inſult the Iſfaelites in their Camp for 40 Days 
together: But David killed their Champion 
Galiab, and ſo was the Occaſion of gaining a 
great Victory over them. Saul gave his Daugh- 
ter to David according to his Promiſe, and 
made him one of his Generals 3 but, with a 
ced to fy, 48 Rama, where he met with S 
#mel, who dy d a little while after; then 2. he 
Tepairs unto. Nob to Ahimelech, who gave him 
the Shewbread; 3. to Achiſb, whom an > 
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le; fearing leſt he oh 
N y over Gh with 8 ma 
che Cave l uf Auer: ; Ep. = ore 

gerongholds of IAI 458, into*the' Fo 
Kererb. At the end ef ri, ch ff 
time when they ſheer their Sheep it J 
the Philiſtimes fought again Hl. 20% 0 
Duuid lay hid in the Delurt of Zip 8 0 mad - 
"il after rt Wer Mahon, thet in his *of 1 2 
0 gaudi, and laſt ef all in tat of Zip. ug 
About thiscime Sexnel dy dss Web 
1 440 © Inti ufer hoſe" ow David 'iitirs 
Nl ried! As Sry d all ways Poſfible 6 
Den, he) thought fit? to vine Ach 
$ King of che Philiſnes) in whoſe Dominion 
be remaimd a Year and four” Months, ac. 
cording to the expreſs wor Wörds of Scripture, 
and that was tilt the Death of Saul His mor- 
tal 2 2H 237 see ol — 
f Mar. "Wow bad rhrodghity contri 
this Hiſtory, he would have concluded, 5 — 
the Scripture, which f lay that! 80 70 relg 
ata Teirg: is rath eee ht 
thoſe Chtiſtian Chronologets Who after 15 
r, have given his Reipn ſuch a length 
0 - abſolutely impoſſiblt ſt ſhould Ha 
poſſible) becauſe ti certain ah 
ac ed:the firſt Ter bf His | RENE and 
| that David was alin Laster W in 
| his pigce by Sauer . un 1/52 
ſides; it's dertkin that Daf ws th 5 be 
oh when eee e N Feoth 
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Gallon, -according to. Mr; 
if. Ser! . 
es 
be ods in & Som, x2 


lanths, as apprarscfrom. Artifp his Wards, 
CDan.,xxIX., 3. Wihene he tounts wa i ears 
a. Tj Sig ye] Vearss In hh Dez 
c N who bus gen witzli N 0 ee th 

Lo _ ieftiwer,. Bes Raitbful 
| eren dt sm — 
ein the ofe>Worgs of. Yeti; Van xxi v. i 

E 

We; is, that S, ms 
2 old,. when he Gas made King Fort at 
his Death he left Ihbboſheth his Heir; 0 Years 
old: And yet Jenerban was his! eldeſt Son, 
rds of Dew to Abiſtai, h would 
have had him Rig: S is -bis- 1 where 
& had forprizet..oja. without: any Guard? 

Clap, xxvi. 10 Oi der ſhell come to. 
eee e ol 
0 Ir Q on:of »his ! great. 
What elſe an Jenna — 1 ai 
158 
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Jakes Wards he repreſents; to the 
* 
t tho ant nat cut 5 See 
c..- unleſs; We 3 
the the other, 4. How. can. werunderſtanid 
SWO 
ae 
; they; nate plsinjy refert ta th natu 
cknoyledged that. Gal had: 
avid toche, Ring Of [rack P hei-apppice bim 
t9 be kind to Bis 5 Men 
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ee 
believe that Saul s great Age is Datified by the 
Holy Writer, when he Calls hint Ben flibwid; 
that is, a Man who has lived many Tors: 
which Place dhe Com̃mentators haue not un 
derſtooll: nay; ſdme of them have imngẽt＋ 
that the Cupyiſts forgot td ſpetiſy t het Nam 
der of! Years for they fuppoſe, but falſiy 
that formerly tlie Numbers Wed 
at d but by the numerai Letters i 17H 
But let ns try if we can ttbonvinde Mrs M 
a ohe Error. He confeſſes, that there 
were gocl. Tears from Moſes's conq 
the Lari beyond Jordan to the time of 
tba. And from thente it follows, that chers 
can be But 180. Years frm the: firſt Fear of 
Jephtha to the fourth of Samen inclufivoly, 
Let us them count 4 Fears df Sau 40 of 
Divid,.:40 of Saul, 25 of Samut! and 3 
40 f. H Theſe Sums make up Ag 
Welt, arrording to Mr. Whiſton,: Su Hes bel 
ed 20-Years'betore Eli: The Phil; 
the People in Bondage 40 Fears, bee 
ed 8 Tears, Elon 10. Thſas: fa Fete c 
Thefe&n umbers together makegr Leer which 
with thb former 149 make 540 Yeats) that is 
60 Tears moxe than there dught to bel be: 
teen tie fiſt of een and tlie fourth ot 
Salomos. dun ods sieg 
Ta Fault bath Bebe Deeu corimitted, 
one. by ther Jewiſh, and the other by the 
Cliriſtiad Eopyiſts; havecperfectiy confounded 
11 ee The [lt n 


Kere a uy 0.” &* SLw eee 


OLw ' ] ] ”ſ ↄ ,.. 


* 


= > a 
byithe' Jewiſh Copyiſts i in Judger ili. 300 white! 
wefind-»8o Years: given to Ehud, whereas the 
Haly Writer: writ ho more than 95 which ig 
the very Number Theophilus Antiochenu read 
im hi Copy of the Greek Verſion. : Ia ſol- 
vinglchis Doubt, the Chronologers have la- 
bw and ſweat ; Hay, the Difficulty! has ſo! 
chmſounded them that they have not ſeen 
what is very plain; that from the Diviſion of 
Calin by Joſbaa there are exactly: 50 Years 
tothe firſt of Samuel. Tis amazing that 
Mere who inverited' 2 new Scheme on 
psp t to ſolve this Difficulty; ſhoulii never 
Havel: conſider d what Jacobus Ca has 
witten on this Subject in his Hiſtoria Sacra 
Eaton and that he ſhould not ſee, that 
ing the Judges and the Boundages to be 
= gether, can be öf no manner of; uſe till 
whe ff of Jenbt ha, after which his Me- 
muſt be admitted. Not that L approve 
Capella Cfitiifm on the Hebrew Style, 
byiwhich\he pretends, that without chang-: 
ing Shenorin; as D]] we read it, for qr 
v, v , ma tranſlate this firſt Word eiglt. 
i Tho other Fault has been committed thy the 
_ ChriftiawCopyiſts in Ar xiii. 19, ca place 
which:Mr. Hhiſtan has taken a great deal of 
pains about, and all without being able tö 
cle rium 8. Penig as he reads the Text, 
doos iu that place make an Interval of 450 
Vears between the Diviſion of the Land by 


— 1430 Years: Before 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt and thb firſt Tehr oM eR No = 
this ręadinglof the Verſe he true, the . 
in the fitſt of Kings muſſ neceffarily be faiſe, 
becauſe there no * madre)ehah 480 Years are 
counted from the time when the 192elFfes 
went out of Egypt, to the 4th” of Solomon. 
But ne did not — that tHere 
was another reading of the Place, and that 
more antient too than the common one, 'Finee 
this is entirely owing to the Raſhneſs of ſeine 
Copyiſts. But according to this antient ca- 
ding, the Number of Tears is not 430, "but 
350. Now by this Account, the firſt of S 
muel will fall on the Lear 1100 before Outiſt; | 
and the Tear of the Foundation of the Tem-. 
le being the 4800 from the going out f 
opt, will fall on the 1016 before Chriſt. 
Now let us take 4 Years of Solomon, 40 of 
David, and 40 of Saul, according to Mr. BB. 
fon, here we have 84 Vears; on the ffſt of 
which Saul's Reign muſt begin, becanſs that 
zs on the lo before Chriſt. - But then what 
„vill become of all Samuel s time who” beat 
„che Pbiliſtinet the 224 or 23 Tear of his 
Judging the People > What will become of 
che Time when he Judged alone? And What 
Jof the Time when his two Sons were Judges 
with him? Did they begin to abaſfe? ok 
Power as ſoon as it was'giveh them? > Did the 
People immediately demand a King? And did 
God immediately give Samuel pee ion to 
7 Were Sapb? > £7 43. 30 Wor ty ge 
I Ks by TJ o 
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Ts (; To ſpeak freely, almoſt "allele Chrifthia 
Chronologers have here been led aſide hy 75 
Feber, whom they thought a great Chranolo; 
Fare ＋ But the Jewiſn Commentatdrs; Rabbi 


% 6 


Gerſom and Abarbanel only excepted, 
9 her d ta the Account in 1 Ca xiii. 5. 
which makes San to have reign'd but two 
Years, reckoning Se m bis SI ha 


J Tor 0 Ader — the Remaihdar: of bis 
time, through all the Judicatme of Abdon, 
laring the Apoſtacy: of Hfael, whith lifted 
eight; Fears. and; rough the: 18 firſt Years 
af, ras! s Slaverg: under the Pbilitimes. | F 
beth the. Pholiflives in the 22d or 23d Year 
bes his. CRT, which was in 1059 be- 
ore (Chriſt; - Ando as for What 8. Pau! ſays, 
. and .Sevl govern d iſrael 30 Years, 
that, is very ex! For under Sammel Name 
his two Sons are alſo: comprehended; together 
ich che two Tears of the Rei Saul. 
i ore: Chriſt;: 


Samuel. having, been dead the! Year before. 
Now. beginning the firſt! of Samuel on the 
Fear no befare Chriſt, the 40 Win Wr 
exactly at 1060. before Chriſt. 
Ml hefe things being thus folidl p 
ir. Whiſfton's Conjectures and Prop: 
8 away into Smoak. Nantes not 
| eight High h of the Race of Ithamar, 
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by Ein These _ al Abbathivs” 


ly: gro * old 
1010 . n 4Nj n 78 Notion that  Abithelich; 

by San with 84 Prieſts, way 
not afl High Prieſt ; is contAry to what 7e 
bus, and all Commenitators after im, hÞ 
aflerted. 2. Fils Sappoſition that Abi bur, 
Abimnelerb's Son, who fed to'Divid after the 
Death of bis Father, was never High Prieſt; 
is utterly falſe; by the Conſent of Fuſe phux, 
and all Commentätors, as well Chriſtians as 
Jews 'When' he” aſſerts tht — 1 l 
Abiathar his Son, being only called Prieſts, 
ean neither of them have been High 1 5 
this only ſnhews him not to underſtand the 
Style of the Sctipture. As for what he affirtns, 
that the Drin was with Saul after that Abia- 
thar fled to David on the Death of Ahimeleth 
his Father; that's true, if by the Ephod 
which Abiathar carried from Nob, that Ephod 
be meant which was made by Moſes, and 
which was put on Aaron. But then he muſt 
be told, that Saul having taken away the 
High Pric(t's Life, and ſubſtituted another in 
his place, eher Ephod was alfo made, by 
which Saul might conſult God. Does not e- 
very body know, that none but the High 
Prieſt might enter into the Holy Place on'the 
Day of Atonement ; and yet that Right was 
(ransforred to another, if the High Prieſt hap- 
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other Diſcoveries which Mr. IBI. 3 
ſtew ad vanicet'w with ſuch trance. are equal 
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| when they ſappoſe the direct contrary 2 Does 


501 


of. ExplarioN ops; the. Jews obſerve in that 
Treaty of the Mime Which is called ome) 
or The Day of Expiations, I know. very well; 


that, Mrs Whiſzan ſays, that thei Ephod of 


Thich. we read in 1 K. xiii; 9, 10. and xxx. 


5 .- was, only a ſacred Garment, which Da- 
put on in order to conſult God himſelf, 
= not by the Miniſtry of Abiathar, becauſe. 


it was different from that to which the Urim 


faſten d. But unhappily for Mr. Mbiſton, 
ſe nur did Hof: underſtand the Diſtinction 


Mr. Mbiſtan h as, found out contrary to the 


2 the Scriptures,, Nor did he nor his 
rs know, or ſo much as ſuſpect, what 
bifton. tells us is ſaid of Ahimelech, That 
he had, the Care of the holy things at Nob, 


which did rather, deſcribe him as the Chief 
of a Brigade of Prieſts who. kept. the Guard 


in the Tabernacle, than as an High Prieſt, Is 


it. polſible Mr. Mziſtan ſhould have thought 


this to be agreeable to the Jews Opinion, 


he not conclude this very reaſonably from 
the Succeſſion of the Prieſts of the Race of 
Eli, according as he has now firſt found out 

and ſettled it? He wonders indeed that Com- 
0 had never taken notice of that Ge- 


nealogy which. he thinks is ſo plainly laid 


down 2 Sam. xiv. 3. and from whence he al- 
ſo thinks it appears clearly, that Abiat bar I. 


A Was. * High Frick Oey the End of Squl's 


eigen 


pen d ta be unclean on the Exe · of the Day 


re.. 


* Reign, when David eat the Shew · breadʒ : a 
Bl not Abimelech, the Son of Abitab, who was 
only the Uncle of Abiathar I. But he will al- 
ſo give us leave to wonder, that in ſo lear- 
ned an Age as this, he ſhould dare to publiſh 

Iſuch groundleſs Imaginations. He thinks 1e 
very unreaſonable to charge Saul with put- 
ting the High Prieſt to Death: But in that he 
judges differently from all' the antient! Jews, 
who made no Difficulty of believing it upon 
the Authority of 'the Book of Samuel. He 
ſuppoſes that the High Prieſt was with Saul a 

little before he conſulted the Witch at Erdors 
that is to ſay; two Days before his Deatli': 
this be thinks plain from 1 Sam. xxviii 6. 
And that it would be contrary to the Pro- 
phecy againſt the Family of Eli, 1 Sam. II. 
31, 32, 33. to ſuppoſe that Abiat bar who 
followed David was High Prieſt, becauſe he 
muſt have been 80 ears old in the time of 
Solomon, who depoſed him. For he flights 
the Objection from 1 King, II. 26, where 
Abiat har is ſaid to be the High Prieſt, having 
before aſſerted, that the Abiathar there men- 
tioned was another Abiabar; or another of 
the ſame Name who had been afflicted with 
| David. Laſtly, He pretends that the Liſt he 
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bas made of the High Prieſts of the Houſe 


of Eli, ſhews the Accompliſhment of the Pro- 
phecy againſt the Houſe of Eli by the quick 
Returns in the Succeſſion of his Deſcendants 
one to the other; and that it anſwers all the 

Objeftions that can be raiſed. | 


+ it WH HOLT 
ie 


Neb; wu the High Prieſt who was killed by 


That the Liſt of the Prieſts of the Rice of EI 


vention of bis own, without any F 
on For all the Paradoxes, which he harb fo 
| boldly advanced, are owing to his Ignorance th 
of (ho OriginalScripturs,: and of the Jewillve 


1 
b ſhouts: very willingly ſervws Mri 11/6282 
w enjoy the 8atis faction of abeſe noͤtable Dit 
eoveries withdut. iMoleſtatiow, if the Trey 
ef the Scripture were not»tonverned in tlie 
Matter, 1 takb mo notice of the Ignorance 
with which be chargeth all the Commeſta- 
tors; whether Jeus or Chriſtians, Antients of 
Moderns. If wecmay believe fim, He is the BZ; 
omty Perfor: by whom the Truth cbuld be 
drawn ont of the Well whettio the: had taln 
fo long. Happy Man, h coutild diſcover 
ehoſe'things- which nd: body dd ever find 
ont before him But ſettiag Raillery apart; I 
_— that Mr. Mbit has advanced no- 
but Pabſiries, and fue as moſt ap 54 
nely fo tod If it be tie chat A7 ch 
of — mention is made im the Hiſtory of 


Sui Cotchmand; and thut Abiathar- who 
fled from-Nob'to' Dawid, was High Priélt tin 
the Beginning! of Solos Reign, who de“ 
poſed him. I affert that there were nat two 
Prieſts named Abi har, dne of whom w 
the Son of . Who ve Doi the 
Shewbread; and the other the Son of Abe 
Hih WhO Wus depoſed by Sofomor. I affirm; 


re Im 
andatÞ 


which Mr; Mbiſtun tas given us, is a 


71> + Cuſtoms 


a n 
Coftoths;. aud of Sacted: Chronelo | 
be has-miſerablyconfoundeds 2 no 
iA muſt not omit that which is of the greateſt 
conſequence in tliis Matter; I mean, how the 
Prophecy in 1 Semi TE 31, 32, 33. was fulfil. 
id unto the time>of Solomon who depoſetÞ 
t Mbjath or: the laſt Sucreſſor of Eli, and put 
BZdoct in his place, who was of the Rate of 
Neanar. Mr. Vbifton imagities that the Pro- 
phecy:: muſt prove falſe if it be apply'd 8 
{brathar, who fled to David aftet the Death 
of his Fathet 4himeleeh, beeauſe Abiathar 
nuſt have bern ther above 80 Tears old 
hen he was depoſed' by Solomon.  SanmeFs 
ords are that none of Elis Race ſhould 
ver be Zalen, that is, according to the Style 
of the Scripture; ſhould never paſs the Age of 
60. Tears. The Jews have a Rule in theit 
Miſra concerning that Word Zather, the 
baldee Su anſwers to it, and ſigniſies 2 
Did-wan, I ſuppoſe, after what I have al. 
eady made out on chat Head, that Abi 
28 the laſt High Prieſt of the Race of Euñ. 
e was depoſed in the firſt Year of Solomon, 
e. 477 Years after the Peoples going out of 
ney pr.: If he was then 80 Years old, as Mr. 
hifton ſuppoſes, the Prophecy of Samuel was 
"Falſe ;-for he allows 40 Years for the Reign of 
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er che Death of his Father: and 40 Tears to 
hat of Devid,, which make 80 Years, and 
err © O00 


— 


gy, which = 


dul, in the firſt of Which Abiethar fled. afs 


Late 


' old; when, henfled)and-6 the Abſurdity 0 1 
Mr. Möbiſtons Account is eaſily diſoover de 
But if, on the: contrary, Saul did not reg 
49, but 2 Years only, allithings are ſaſe, and 
it will be eaſy to prove the.Accomplifhment 
af the Prophecy ; for then Abiatbar could 
not have lived above 55 mt 37 Tears at inoſi 
- Mr. :Whiftan knows very well, that 4 
3 carry d away the Ep bod with him, . 
we read 1 Sm. Xxii. 7 All the Comments. 
tors underſtand by the:Ephod not à Linen 
Garment, which a Levite, as Samuel, migb 
have worn, but the holy Ep to which ke he 
Pectoral was join d whitli contain d the ? D; 
and Tbummim and ſo the Greek rep 6 
tranſlate the place Heſen iii. 4. rw ig Tos 
fue Bpbod. It is plain that when David 
commands him to take the Epbod, 1 Sam, 
xxiii. 6. he commands him to put on the 
Robes of the High Prieſt, to conſult God for 
him. But Mr. Mhiſtan tells us, on the con- 
trary, that David; and not * put on 
the Garment called the Ephod, e af 
the Lord. I knaw that Dr. Spencer thought 
that Saul conſulted God himſelf, without the 
Miniſtry of the High Prieſt, according to 
L Sam. xxviii. 6. But that Notion, in which de 
he followed Cunæus, is contrary to the be 
Sorĩpture. As for Mr. Whiſtor's Opinion, it is f ja 
a groundleſs Imagination z for David, tho hi 
he was a Prophet, had no Right to enquire Im 
_ 9 wih a Linen Enhod: and * tes tt 
1 ould Wl 4 


e Weener a8 Weber 
inks inp” by Sammel, yet that wouldagivechimitio' 
be to' break rhe expteſs Law of God, by? 
0 Ing of an Ephod, and enquiring of bim; 
2 berker chat Ephodl were a dommom one, of 
den ed of the High Prieſt. If Mr. . 

ould ask, Whether we pretend 'that' Abies 
yo dab of Age toy enertiſe * rho Prieft' Office, 
P inſtanes) th put on the Ephod 2 We 
my anfſiver With t n © thatit ePreſence 
of che Bligh Pri under Age; authori⸗ 
ed any” Prieſt eo perform any part . 
rie Hy Offee im his:Name'z and ſo, anν 

ber Prieſt among choſe who were with Dav 
1 % might put ot? the EY, and enuite of 
aN David. As for that Place where WW 
ad that God ne een , neither £ 


not ſüppole that aul ſent to 2— em 
quifd of-God for him, as R. Davids Kims 
thought: But 1 affirm, That as there is mens 
ton made of tbe three ordinary v of gi- 
Iviug Anſwers to uch Queſtions r.1By/thofs 
ho had Dreamis g 2. By the'Voiceof the 
High Prieſt, whoſe Abſence in ſurbh a Caſe 
being conſtrued a Rebellion, we cannot doubt 
| dat cg Saul fubſtituted another. High Prieſt 
Jia his place out of thoſe who remainid with 
him, beoduſe- no ther bat thei High Prieſt 
might put on the Sacerdotal Ephodig 3. By 
the Voice of the Prophers ; for it's à palpable 
75 wi to ſuppoſe that after the Flight of 
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Alete vd bed carry * the. Epho 
| | to him» 28 High Prieſt aftes 
the Deatin of his Father, Saul did not cauſe 
another) to: he made according-1to the Neſeri 
ption which God gave af it iu his 
vii. And fo it will he true! nevertheleſs 0 
that the High Prieſt whom Si fbſikeated 
— 2 wearing that 
She £0 a for 18. 
| gen a bse Fo Ar 
ration fromthe 150 f „made anemferdew 
Bphod, _— h Haſerrwithour douby allud ee 
114. For. he ſpealony qt the Ring 
doth ofithe ten Tribes) :Belides; don WA 
Ran 3 _ tw Pe 
thought- might Qr U te VN E 8 3 
aud that \alicrefore: he wifha likely Manes 
vough to ſat bp.a. riew- Prieſt, and mekeTuſd 
f new Ephod; in a ce ef ſuch Gank 
_— as When he Way in the utmoſt Dan 
e $1907 26 iT „time u : dot 
J. From tho things 1 bave been repreſenting; 
it appears: plainly, that-, Abimelech;; was vtHieff 
High Prieſt who! gave David: the Shewdread; 
aud that' it's very: probable;' as R. Sc DA 
obſerves; thatche . — of Ood for Dawid: 
for Dæuial had told him, that de was going 
about an'important Affair for the King s. Ser- 
vice. 4, It is plain that Abiatbar, Abimiclech's 
Son, who) fled to Druid, and carry'd wich 
him the Ephod to which the Urine was £4: 
ren was Death af hi 


„ , Father, 
* 3 


| at 
h 
rh 


A hetween the Ephod and the 


ſho gave 


ither. Ficw.) w 8 ce it en PO) Jeſus: 
briſt ſpoke of Abiatbar as the High Prieſt - 


David the Shewbread; and tha 


ze mention d his Name becauſe it was more 


zmous than that of his Father Abimelech, 


rhom Saul ſlew with the reſt of the Prieſts at ; 5 
Nob the firſt Year of his Reign. And 3. That 1 a 
Whifton denies that Jeſus Chriſt . 
peaks of Abiathar who followed David, be 8 


yhen Mr. 


bews plainly, how little he is acquainted with 


he Jewiſh 


Cuſtoms, and how careleſs he has 


en of examining their Commentators. Theſe 
ile Criticiſms” concernin ng the Dien 


nd empty, that any Man who underſtood 8 | 


Orim, are ſo weak 


Ie Jewiſh Cuſtoms would be aſham d of them. 
That by a Chronology, contrary to that 


fthe Scrij 


ery Jews 


as deen EY to 89 25 * 52 21 9 - 1 5 


optures, he has made a ſhift to com- 
Hund himſelf, and give the Chriſtians a greaet 
Neal of Trouble, about a Point which the _ 

have ſettled much better than he 2 
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